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German electorate states was giving orders to the Holy
Roman Emperor. The balance of power in Germany
was changing rapidly in favour of Prussia.
By this time, when the armies were already in
Bavaria and it was really too late to prevent the war,
Maria Theresa roused herself to a more active opposition
of Joseph's plans- " I shall no longer agree to act
against my conscience and my judgment," she wrote
to her son firmly; and then more gently, she added," Let
us conclude the peace, my dear Joseph; be the true
father of your peoples/3
Until the end, the Empress was more realistic than
her son. His undue optimism exasperated her during
this crisis. She tried to make him understand the
weakness of Austria's position. In a war which would
inevitably involve all of Europe, Prussia would be
supported by her ally, Russia, whereas France, Austria's
ally, would not be so dependable. Joseph had been in
Paiis the year before to see his sister Marie Antoinette,
but Maria Theresa had no illusions about this visit;
she did not believe that it could have brought about
any marked improvement in her relations with France*
Apart from the fact that France was actively con-
cerned with the revolt of the English colonies in America,
and was preparing to go to war against England, it was
known that Vergennes, the French Foreign Minister,
had always been antagonistic to the alliance with
Aijstria. Even if his country had not been on the verge
of a war with England, and thus occupied, Austria
could not have counted on the support of France.
Maria Theresa guessed, furthermore, that Frederick was
probably stimulating Vergennes' dislike of Austria. Sbe
was right, for he had indeed instructed Baron Goltt,
bis Ambassador in Paris, to emphasise at the Freocfa

